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PUBLIC MEDIA VENTURE GROUP ACQUIRES WBPA-LD FOR WQED PITTSBURGH 

BOULDER, CO (December 15, 2025) — Public Media Venture Group (PMVG), Venture Technologies 
Group (VTG), and WQED have completed a multi-part arrangement to significantly improve over-
the-air reception of WQED for viewers in Pittsburgh, PA. VTG, a television and radio station group 
based in Pasadena, CA, donated WBPA to PMVG for the benefit of public broadcasting. PMVG 
offered an operating agreement to WQED to make WBPA available as an additional simulcast signal 
for WQED’s programming. The donation was approved by the FCC on November 26, and WQED is 
programming WBPA under a simulcast operating agreement.   

This unique collaboration is helping WQED overcome the challenge of serving antenna viewers with 
a difficult-to-receive Low-VHF channel 4 signal, a situation WQED has been striving to address for 
some time. Most recently, WQED tripled its power on channel 4 to 35kw, three times its previous 
power.   

With WQED’s programming now available on WBPA’s easier-to-receive channel 12, viewers have a 
new option to receive the station. And the process is completely transparent to viewers. Through 
the “Program and System Information Protocol” (PSIP) standard that is part of television 
broadcasting, viewers simply tune to the same channel they always have for WQED—“virtual” 
channel 13. Their TV set will pull in whichever signal is better.   

“We’re grateful to the Public Media Venture Group for helping make our television signal more 
accessible,” said Jason Jedlinski, President and CEO of WQED Multimedia. “Simulcasting on a higher 
frequency helps ensure that more viewers in our region can reliably receive our broadcasts and stay 
connected to trusted PBS programming.” 

“Acquiring WBPA helps give WQED the reach it needs to serve the region effectively,” said Marc 
Hand, CEO of PMVG. “This is exactly why we exist—to help stations strengthen their local service 
and ensure that public media remains accessible to everyone.” 

About PMVG 
PMVG is a nonprofit business development consortium comprised of 32 leading public media 
organizations. PMVG builds technology partnerships and develops scalable, mission-focused 
initiatives around emerging platforms to strengthen public media’s vital services. PMVG has been 
active in harnessing the potential of low power TV to benefit public broadcasting, operating a low 
power TV station in Cookeville, TN, in association with WCTE, and arranged for the donation of a 
low power station in Indianapolis to benefit WFYI. Learn more at www.publicmediaventure.com. 

About WQED 
Founded more than 70 years ago as America’s first community-owned television station, WQED was 
a forerunner to PBS and the television home of Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood. Known as 
southwestern Pennsylvania’s Voice of the Arts, WQED provides a vital platform that amplifies our 
region’s vibrant and diverse cultural assets. Every day, WQED showcases the stories and voices that 
make our communities unique, strengthening our connections to each other, and deepening our 
pride in the place we call home. 

 

http://www.publicmediaventure.com/
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About Venture Technologies Group 
Venture Technologies Group, LLC (VTG) is a privately held media company, created in 1981. VTG 
currently owns or manages a full-power TV station in Chicago, Class A TV stations in New York City 
and Pittsburgh, five FM6 87.7 radio stations, and 16 Low-Power TV (LPTV) stations. 
https://ventechgroup.com. 

MEDIA CONTACT: 
Marc Hand 
marc@publicmediaventure.com 
303-781-5101 
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